[Name of Member of Parliament], M.P.
Member of Parliament for [Riding]
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6
Re: National action for community-level economic resilience
Dear [Mr./Ms./Dr.] [Last Name],
As a constituent of [Riding] [or: As an organization working in / with deep ties to your riding], I am writing to ask for your support for a national architecture for community-level economic resilience, and to ask that you champion it within your caucus, in Parliament and with the Minister of Finance ahead of Budget 2026.
At the 2026 Victoria Forum, more than 850 people from government, philanthropy, impact finance, business, academia and civil society came together to explore how we can strengthen trust, justice and wellbeing in the face of mounting challenges. A consistent message and call to action emerged: community resilience is foundational to Canada's economic sovereignty and wellbeing, and strengthening it will require sustained collective action. Since then, organizations from across Canada's impact and community finance field have aligned behind that message and behind the three pillars set out below.
Communities like ours are where businesses operate, workers live, infrastructure is built and enjoyed, and essential services are delivered. If these communities are strong, resilient and well-supported, they can withstand disruption and threats.
Yet significant local economic potential remains unrealized. While communities have assets, ideas, and local leadership, many lack the capital, institutions, and capacity to grow enterprises, build projects or attract investments.
Canada is a wealthy country. We do not lack for ideas or resources. Nor do we lack for Canadians ready to do the hard work of building Canada's strength at the local level. Across the country, communities and organizations are already developing effective approaches to help communities thrive. Quebec has built a particularly mature system of public policy, institutions and financing to support community-led economic development. But at the national level, what is missing is sustained and coordinated support to build on local successes.
The Government of Canada is moving with urgency to build major infrastructure, diversify trade, strengthen strategic industries and remove barriers within Canada. These priorities are critical. Alongside them, Canada also needs a national architecture to help build community-level economic resilience.
Canada needs capital at scale. But it also needs capital in place.
Building on this direction, we are asking the Government of Canada to take action through three linked pillars:
1. Establish a Community Resilience Fund, with an initial $3 billion contribution from the federal government to capitalize community finance institutions, build local and sector-wide capacity and finance initiatives that demonstrate impact at scale. It is expected that this federal investment will leverage $15 billion in additional capital.
2. Unlock private, philanthropic and retail capital through expanding a coordinated suite of existing policy and fiscal tools, including guarantees, tax credits, and targeted program and regulatory changes aimed at crowding in private investment, unlocking more philanthropic and institutional capital and enabling practical pathways for individual Canadians to invest in their own communities.
3. Introduce framework legislation that provides a statutory definition and public accreditation framework for community finance institutions, establishes community-level economic resilience as a national priority, and creates a permanent mechanism for dialogue and coordination between government and communities.
This work can begin immediately and would complement other federal initiatives by enabling communities to identify and advance the priorities that matter to Canadians: homes people can afford, well-capitalized local businesses, resilient food and energy systems, healthier forests, wetlands and shorelines, recreational and cultural facilities, and greater Indigenous economic self-determination. Many initiatives and projects are ready to go, including in [Riding] [optional: name one or two local examples].
A focus on community-level resilience is good economics. Stronger local capacity can unlock underrealized assets and enterprise potential, create jobs close to home, recirculate capital locally, reinforce domestic supply chains, and increase the impact of public investment by mobilizing other capital alongside it. Government can help as an investor, customer, market-shaper, convenor, and partner.
Canada cannot control every decision made beyond its borders, but it can ensure that local enterprises and communities have the capital, institutions, and capacity to weather the current rupture and set us on a better course for the future.
If Canada is to build the strongest economy in the G7, it must build from the ground up. A national architecture for community resilience would help unlock the assets, capital, ideas, and leadership that already exist across the country, including in [Riding].
I share a commitment to community economic resilience as a national priority and I am asking you, as our Member of Parliament, to support the three pillars set out above: by raising them with the Minister of Finance and your caucus colleagues, by speaking to them in the House and in committee, and by adding your name to the Community Resilience Letter at https://resilience-letter.ethelo.net/page/sign. I would welcome the opportunity to meet with you or your staff to discuss how this agenda would benefit our community.
Sincerely,
[Name]
[Title and organization, if applicable]
[Address or community, Riding]
[Email / phone]

